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     As our holiday season is upon 
us, let’s not forget to remember the 
needy citizens in our communities 
that are less fortunate than 
ourselves. Charity is the cornerstone 
of our great association and 
Order. Since Thanksgiving, lodges 
throughout the state have been 
assisting many other organizations 
in their respective towns and cities 
to provide clothing, meals and 
supplies to distribute to those in 
need. While the spirit of giving is 
a year round effort of the Elks, it 
expands during the holidays as 
demand for assistance grows. We 
should make an all-out effort to 
provide as much charitable help 
through the arm of Brotherly Love 
as we can. Everyone should be able 
to enjoy the spirit of Christmas and 
I’m confident that we as Elks will 
help to make that happen wherever 
we can.
     It has been a busy schedule for 
me and our state committees since 
our last newsletter. Grand Exalted 
Ruler Michael T. Luhr and First Lady 
Barb visited our state in September. 
Hartford, Westbrook and Groton 
lodges did a tremendous job of 
hosting the leader of our Order 
during his stay. On Sunday, a lunch 
hour was prepared by the officers 
and members of Hartford Lodge.  
Later in the day, Westbrook Lodge 
put on another one of their usual 
banquet extravaganzas in honor of 
GER Luhr and Barb. 
     On Monday, after a visit to the 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center, Groton Lodge hosted the 
GER luncheon with the state 
officers and past state presidents in 
attendance. His tour of Connecticut 
concluded with a tour of the 

nuclear submarine USS Toledo 
berthed at the Groton Submarine 
Base. That tour was a true “bucket 
list” event for everyone who 
experienced it.
     Having attended 
many of the District 
Deputy Clinics, it 
is reassuring to 
see that we are 
initiating many new 
members. However, 
our delinquency 
rate is still high. It 
is everyone’s job 
to make contact 
with a member that 
they sponsored 
or know of that 
is on the delinquent roll. If our 
state is to remain one of the 
leaders in membership gain, then 
everyone has to pitch in to sponsor 
new members and help shrink 
delinquency in our lodges.
     Volunteerism is a noble act. Our 
Order is based on and dependent 
upon volunteers to accomplish 
the programs that we are so very 
proud of offering to the community. 
Unfortunately, many of our 
committee events are beginning to 
see fewer volunteers stepping up 
to run these programs. The number 
of members attending these 
events as spectator/ supporters 
is also dwindling. Please plan on 
supporting a future CEA event. The 
upcoming local and state Hoop 
Shoot Contests make for a good 
starting point.
     Congratulations to the CEA 
Drug Awareness, Soccer Shoot 
and Special Olympics committees 
on successful completion of 
their programs. While the Drug 

Awareness committee is still 
conducting the poster and video 
contests, Soccer Shoot just finished 
the state and Area 1 competitions. 
Special Olympics Volleyball had 

a last minute 
site change with 
fewer courts 
available, but the 
games went on as 
planned. Another 
wild and jubilant 
medal presentation 
ceremony rocked 
the house at the 
conclusion of the 
games!
     Our Midyear 
Meeting will 

take place on January 26, 2019 
at Branford Lodge #1939. Officer 
attendance for the Midyear is the 
same as is required for the annual 
convention. It is important that 
our officers and members attend 
the Midyear to be updated on 
what is happening throughout the 
state and the issues that confront 
us. There will be workshops 
in the morning beginning at 
9:15AM. Major Projects, Elks 
Training, and Upcoming Events/
Deadline information will be the 
topics for these workshops.  The 
guest speaker this year will be 
Connecticut’s own Grand Lodge 
Committeeman on Auditing and 
Accounting, Mr. William J. Chinn, Jr. 
PDD, PSP, from Danbury Lodge No. 
120. He will present information on 
the financial pitfalls that get lodges 
into trouble, including failure to 
monitor the lodge treasury and the 
IRS audits that all of our lodges 
will experience in the near future. 
This presentation is sure to be an
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PGER David R. Carr’s Placemat 
Program

You can find your set of GL 
Placemats on 

  ELKS.ORG/ Grand Lodge/
Committees/Fraternal 

Committee/Forms&Downloads.
They can be used at your next 
event, breakfast, dinner, and 

more to promote your Lodge and 
Elkdom. Download them today!

It is the intent of the State 
Public Relations Committee to 

publish this newsletter quarterly. 
All Grand Lodge & State 

Officers, committee persons 
& local Lodges are encouraged 

to submit any articles & 
information to the State or 

District Public Relations Chair.  
Chair: Robert Magowan, PER 

magowanbob@yahoo.com; 
Central: Kathleen Ackerman, 
PDD kackerman56@comcast.

net; Coastal: Sheila Parizo, 
sparizo@sbcglobal.net; East: 

John Espada,PER trustee2163@
tvcconnect.net; Northwest: 

Steve Maheu, stemahart@gmail.
com

eye opener for everyone. Please consult www.ctelks.org for further 
Midyear Meeting information.
     Finally, as we are at the halfway point of the State Association year, 
so are we only five months from the end of the lodge year. Remember 
to complete all necessary reports for CEA and Grand Lodge contests in a 
timely manner. Elect responsible officers for the new lodge year. Appoint 
dedicated and dependable lodge committee chairs. VOLUNTEER and 
SUPPORT/ATTEND the State Association committee programs. Above all, 
keep in mind that, what you put into our Order, is what you get back from 
our Order.
     It has been an exciting and positive first half of the year. With our 
biggest holidays about to arrive, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish 
all Elks and their families, a wonderful holiday season with a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Enjoy and be safe! God bless the Elks. 
God bless America!

Fraternally,

David J. Acanfora, PDD
State President

 Care Share                                                                           

Meriden Elks Lodge No. 35 Comedy Night to Benefit 
Elks National Foundation
On Saturday, November 17th, the Meriden Elks Lodge No. 35 hosted their 
Annual Comedy Night with talented Mark Brennan bringing Seymour Swan, 
Tim Krompier and Darren Rivera.  The comedians were amazing and had 
the crowd laughing the entire night.  The event raised over $2,000 to go 
towards the Elks National Foundation (ENF). 
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     December 
is here and it’s 
time to enjoy 
our carefully 
planned holiday 
celebrations. 
What’s your 
favorite holiday 
event? Is it a 
special dinner 
with family and 
close friends? Is 

it an office celebration? Is it rooting 
for your favorite college football team 
during bowl season? Or is it a special 
holiday function at your Local Lodge? 
Maybe it’s all of the above.
     Like any important holiday event, 
a successful Elks Memorial Service 
program requires careful preparation. 
This solemn event, held on Sunday 
Dec. 2, is an opportunity to invite 
non-Members to honor the lives and 
contributions of our dearly departed 
Brothers and Sisters. This is our chance 
to show the public that “Elks are never 
forgotten, never forsaken.”
     With so many Lodge activities in 
December, it’s important to maintain 
focus on January to avoid the “vacuum 
effect” we sometimes experience after 
the busy holiday season. Start planning 
your January events and make sure 
they’re posted in your Lodge Bulletin 
in order to maintain the high levels 
of excitement you established during 
December.

     Now is also the perfect time to 
update entries for All-American Lodge 
Contest “A.” Go to elks.org and locate 
these forms under the “Fraternal 
Committee” section. When you fill in 
the entries, you will likely discover 
that your Lodge is doing even more 
than you thought. Keep updating this 
form each month, and be sure to send 
it to your DDGER postmarked no later 
than March 15. Save a copy so you can 
compare it to next year’s contest entry 
to see how your Lodge is progressing. 
This contest is your opportunity to 
proudly track what your Lodge does for 
your community, so use it to increase 
your visibility in a positive way.
     December 31 is also this year’s ENF 
grant deadline, so you should already 
have plans in place to use these grants 
to help your community and improve 
the image of your Lodge. Your Auditing 
& Accounting Committee should also 
be preparing for its January report. 
The end of another Elks’ year fast 
approaches, and it’s important that this 
committee maintain a high level of 
focus.
     Barb and I sincerely hope you have 
a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, 
and a Blessed New Year. We also hope 
that you enter the new year with 
resolutions in place that will make 
your Lodge stronger than ever before. 
The time we spend “Working Together 
To Make A Difference” will undoubtedly 
reap major rewards..

Enjoy holiday festivities but beware ‘vacuum effect’

Wallingford Elks Giving 
back to Veterans

     Lodge No. 1365 in Wall-
ingford used a part of their 
Freedom Grant to treat 58 
Veterans to breakfast on No-
vember 11th. The Lyman Hall 
High School Powderpuff team 
welcomed the Veterans at the 
door, escorted them to tables, 
served them, and visited with 
them as the Veterans told about 
their military service. The meal 
was prepared by both teams 
of Sunday Breakfast crews. In 
addition to receiving breakfast, 
each Veteran received a card 
from the Lodge thanking them 
for their service. The remainder 
of the grant will be used to pur-
chase lap blankets for veterans 
residing in the town convales-
cent homes who will be visited 
by Grant Chairs Julie Goode PER 
and Tom Smith ER.

 Care Share                                                                           

Now	  Open!	  	  	  
Connec,cut	  Elks	  Online	  Store	  

Visit	  us	  through	  
CTELKS.ORG	  

Or	  scan	  this	  QR	  Code	  

All	  proceeds	  benefit	  CCMC	  
Our	  State	  Major	  Project	  
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      MANCHESTER — For the third year in a row, the 
Manchester Elks are organizing a holiday party for 
veterans, complete with lunch served on china and 
packages of free, warm clothing for all attendees.
     Manchester Elks BPOE 1893 will hold the lunch 
at the lodge Thursday, the day before Pearl Harbor 
Day.
     Gerry Gallo, the lodge veteran community 
chairman, said the party grew out of a similar event 
that was held in June every year.
     Three years ago, financial firm Johnson Brunetti 
approached the Manchester Elks with an idea for 
a holiday event and offered to sponsor the event if 
the Elks would organize it.
     Since then, the Elks have moved the annual 
dinner to the holiday season and worked to create 
an event where veterans can gather together.
     “Each year, our event picks up on a different 
theme,” Gallo said. “Last year, we honored the last 
surviving Pearl Harbor veteran in the state of 
Connecticut. And this year our theme is recognizing 
the 100th anniversary of women in service.”
     The event will honor a number of female 
veterans as special guests, including Julia Lempeck, 
a 101-year-old New Britain Army Corps veteran. 
Lempeck was among about 350,000 American 
women who served in World War II.
     Gallo said the Manchester Elks minted a 
challenge coin to commemorate the dinner and to 
honor women’s service.
     Heading into the third annual event, Gallo said 
he expects a modest increase in attendance over 
last year. In 2016, the event drew 215 veterans, and 
in 2017, it drew 257.
     Gallo said the attendance has increased as 
veterans realized that the event was going to be 
a party and a dinner, not a conference-style event 
with “long-winded speakers.”
     “We have a lot of veterans that just come in for 
the camaraderie and just to be here,” Gallo said.

     Every veteran who attends the dinner will 
receive a commemorative challenge coin and a 
package of warm clothing for the winter.
     Gallo said the clothing items— which include 
a jacket, hat, and gloves — were selected with the 
help of Scott Zahner, owner of Zahner’s Clothiers in 
Vernon.
     In the past, the holiday party has reached beyond 
the walls of the lodge.
     Gallo said the event costs between $15,000 and 
$17,000 to organize, including purchasing clothing 
for 300 gift packages, but the Elks often end up with 
more funds than they needed.
     Any extra money is used to directly benefit 
veterans, Gallo said, in accordance with the intent of 
the donations.
     These funds in the past have provided veterans 
with help during the holiday season and with 
housing assistance, Gallo said.
     “We wind up quite often with excess funds to 
help us answer the needs of veterans’ families 
throughout the year,” Gallo said.
     The dinner will be held in the Manchester lodge 
dining room. The veterans will gather around tables 
set with china and will be served food fresh from 
the lodge’s full commercial kitchen.
     This year’s meal, which will be cooked by the 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association CT 31-2, 
will be chicken parmesan with salad and rolls, as 
well as a variety of cakes for dessert, Gallo said.
     The holiday party will be at the ManchesterElks 
Lodge on Bissell Street from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday.
     Veterans interested in attending can call ahead 
to Gerry Gallo at 860-836-8396. There is no cut-
off to RSVP, Gallo said, although calls by today are 
appreciated.
     The Elks have also arranged for transportation to 
the event from the Newington Veterans Association 
and nearby veterans housing.

elks luncheon to honor veterans 
By eMily Brindley, Journal inquirer

sPecial olyMPics
By frank “cheech” defazio, Pdd, cea sPecial olyMPics coMMittee chairMan

     The 2018 Holiday Season opened up again with the 
CEA holding the Special Olympic Volleyball event.  This 
year was special because the event was held at The 
Hamden Hall Athletic Center in Hamden, CT.  Every thing 
worked out smoothly with the opening ceremony and the 
new team schedules. 
   There were 23 volleyball teams  (265 players and 
coaches) that competed over the 2 day event.  The teams 

were from RI and CT.  We had 106 Elk Volunteers for the 
two days to officiate the games. The Special Olympics Of 
CT thanked us again for holding their event.  We are all 
looking forward to next year’s Volleyball event.

Left to right: VP Mike Stewart, VP 
James Sabio, State President Dave 
Acenfora, Special Olympics Chair 

Frank Defazio, Elroy, VP Mike Bonini, 
VP James Money, Secretary Phill 

Stender, Treasurer Matt Frankel, and 
Trustee Joe Mingoia Care Share                                                                           
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     Every year, the Milford Elks 
hold an annual sportsmanship 
dinner. The event brings 
the Foran and Law football 
players and cheerleaders 
together for dinner before 
the big Thanksgiving Day 
football game. Awards are 
given to one athlete from 
each football team and 
cheerleading squad that 
exude the qualities of good 

sportsmanship throughout the 
season. Brian Smith is always 

our MC. We are lucky to have the support of our Mayor, the Superintendent of 
Milford schools, the athletic directors, and coaches.

Milford lodge youth activities

     The Connecticut Elks Association will be holding their 11th annual 
bowling tournament on Sunday, February 24, 2019 at Apple Valley Bowling in 
Plantsville, Connecticut. 
     The event benefits a state major project, The Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center under the Connecticut Elks Association Charities, Inc.
 The Connecticut Elks Association Charities, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3).  Together 
we can continue our support and goals for the Connecticut Chilren’s Medical 
Center Safe Kids Program by registering as a team or reaching out to our 
lodges and local corporations to consider sponsoring a lane for $50.00 (per 
lane). 
     Registration for the event will begin at 10:00 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. and 
bowling competition will begin at 11:00 a.m.  
     Four person teams, which can include, men, women or both.  You can have 
mixed Lodges bowl as a team and no handicaps.  If you don’t have a team, 
send in your registration and you will be assigned to a team.  High 3 game 
total will be awarded champions.  
     An awards dinner will be served following the bowling tournament at 
Bristol Lodge. 
     Cost per person in advance is $30,  at the door $35 and $7 per person for 
lunch.  All registrations and fees are due by February 17, 2019.  
     Please make checks payable to CT Elks Association Charities, Inc.  Please 
send to Louise Lee, PER Willimantic Lodge No. 1311, P.O. Box 102, CT 06226. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Louise at (860) 377-8658 or email 
louiselee06239@gmail.com.
     To access the application and registration form visit the Connecticut 
Association website.  

state ten Pin Bowling tournaMent
connecticut elks association 11th  annual event

Thanksgiving 
Lodge “Giving”    

     On Nov. 12th 
Branford Elks Lodge 
No. 1939 presented 
250 lbs. of groceries 
and 20 turkeys to the 
Branford Food Pantry, 
helping them to 
assure that all families 
enjoy a traditional 
Thanksgiving.  This 
donation was made 
possible by the 
generosity of our 
members and our 
Italian Night dinner 
proceeds.

Left to Right:  Jennifer Musante Youth 
Activities Chairman, Rob Muoio ER, and 

Brian Smith MC

     Waterbury Elks 
Lodge No. 265 
presented undertook a 
successful turkey drive 
for the Thanksgiving 
holiday, donating 
more than 275 turkeys 
to agencies and needy 
families in the Greater  
Waterbury area.  In 
addition, the Lodge 
donated more than 
400 pounds of turkey 
to a local church, 
which several Lodge 
members volunteered 
to cut up and prepare 
to serve 300 dinners 
on Thanksgiving 
day.  That service was 
featured on a state 
television station on 
Thanksgiving night. 

 Care Share                                                                           
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     Over the years, the Hamden Elks 
Lodge has had many notable and 
unforgettable members.   

     This year, the Lodge celebrated 
three members who together 
has contributed over 107 years 
of continuous service to the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, 
Harry Richetelle, PER; Jane Park, PER 
and Donald G. Tozzo.  
     On August 8, 2018 we celebrated 
and presented a Meritorious Service 
Award to Harry Richetelli’s for his 
continous contributions with more 
than 100 guests in attendance.  Over 
the years, Harry has been front and 
center at the Hamden Lodge making 

dinners, serving as permittee, 
marching in parades and supporting 
the lodge at the drop of a dime.  

Amazingly, Harry can recite all of 
the chair officer rituals word for 
word, he is truly a dedicated Elk. 
     On October 3rd, 2018, we 
celebrated and presented a 
Meritorious Service Award to 
Jane Park and Donald G. Tozzo, 
again, with more than 100 
guests in attendance.  Both Jane 
and Donald are the greatest of 
friends and both have chaired 
the Veteran’s Committee many 
terms over the years working 
side by side to raise money for 

the Fisher House and the blind 
unit at teh VA in West Haven, 
Connecticut. 
      Jane remains incredibly active  
with bocce summer league, placing 
flags on the graves of Veteran’s 
every year for Memorial Day.  
     Donald also continues to remain 
active in the lodge, regularly 
overseeing his secret recipes in 
the kitchen and attending lodge 
functions to support the community.  
     The Hamden lodge is forever 
grateful to Harry, Jane and Donald 
for the dedication and commitment 
to Elkdom.  
   

Meritorious recognitions
suBMitted By haMden elks lodge #2224

Edward J. Connelly
Scholarship Fund

     On October 6th Ham-
den Lodge No. 2224 held 
it’s 2nd Annual Bocce 
Tournament to raise 
funds for the Edward 
J. Connelly Scholarship 
Fund.  
     Fifteen teams partici-
pated in the event and 
Scholarship Commit-
tee Chairman Shannon 
Perkins rallied for raffle 
donations from several 
local breweries, coffee 
shops, car washes and 
restaurants.  
     The overall proceeds 
totaled nearly $1,100 to 
go towards the scholar-
ship fund. 

     The Grand Lodge once again is pleased to offer the 
national Americanism Essay Contest to fifth and sixth 
graders for Division I and seventh and eighth graders for 
Division II. Members of the Fraternal Committee have 
selected the theme, “What Makes You Proud Of America?”
     This very important patriotic contest gives children 
the chance to express their pride in America. Fostering 
our youth’s appreciation and respect for patriotism is 
central for them to understand our country’s heritage. 
Our youth learn the symbols that represent what this 
country stands for, and can get a deep appreciation 
for the individuals who sacrifice everything so we all 
can enjoy our freedom. Elks enthusiastically endorse 
this program because patriotism is one of the BPOE’s 
cornerstones.
     Students across our great country are in school to 
study and learn, and to grow into our future leaders. 
Lodges should contact local school districts, private 

schools, home schools, charter schools, and teachers to 
provide them with the new Americanism Essay Contest to 
add to their curriculums.
     Information was given out on this contest and others 
at the National Convention in July. All DDGERs and ERs 
should have thumb drives with instructions, forms, and 
other information. If you do not have your thumb drive, 
contact your DDGER immediately to get one or to have 
the zip files e-mailed to you.
     Plaques will be awarded by the Grand Lodge for first, 
second, and third place for winning essays in Division I 
and Division II. Winners will be announced at the Grand 
Lodge Session in St. Louis, MO, June 30–July 3, 2019.
     Essays were due to Local Lodges by December 15.
     Your action now will impact and shape the youth of 
our country, which affects all of our futures.

essay contest ProMotes aMerican Pride
By david P. cioe, grand lodge coMMittee MeMBer

Left to Right:  Jane Park, PER; Donald G. 
Tozzo, Harry Richetelle, PER

 Care Share                                                                           
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connecticut state elks golf tournaMent
Benefits the state MaJor ProJects

     The 20th Annual Team Scramble 
Golf Tournament will be held on 
May 15, 2019 at Fairchild - Wheeler 
Golf Course, 2390 Easton Turnpike, 
Fairfield, CT 06432.  
     Registration will start at 7:30 a.m. 
and end at 8:15 a.m. with an 8:30 
a.m. shotgun start.  
     Dinner will be held at Circlo 
Sportivo, 2500 Park Avenue, 
Bridgeport, CT 45 minutes post the 
golf event.  
     We are limited to (1) Foursome 
per Lodge, per District.  This will 
cover all 31 Lodges within the State 
of Connecticut.  Please call your 
verbal reservtion to Chic Rhodes, 
Jr., PER  by March 1, 2019.  If your 
lodge does not plan on participating, 
please let Chic know ASAP to allow 

another Lodge within your District 
to register another group.  All 
applications must be in by April 15, 
2019 with payment. 
     Entry fee is $100 per person and 
includes golf cart, dinner and prizes.
     Contests include closest to the 
pin & long drive.  
     If you would like to attend dinner 
only, please register and submit 
payment of $20 per person.  
     If you are interested in hole signs, 
then can be purchased for $50 each.  
     To register please click on 
link:  https://www.facebook.com/
events/761830597517745/?ti=icl

First Responders Banquet   

     Wallingford Lodge No. 1365 
held its Annual First Responders 
Night on November 3rd. Lodge 
member Al Terzi served as MC. 
The Responder Committee recog-
nized Officer Kristine Michonski 
for her peer leadership within 
the department, and service as 
a Crisis Negotiator on the Tacti-
cal Team. They also recognized 
Dispatcher of the Year, Jennifer 
Nastri. Chief William Wright spoke 
of Jen as a person who capably 
handled over 500 calls during 
the tornado that struck Walling-
ford on May 15. The Lodge also 
presented Chief Wright with an 
Anniversary Grant of $1,500 to 
purchase additional surveillance 
equipment to assist the Narcotics 
Division in gathering evidence.

     The Glastonbury Elks 
Lodge No. 2202 recently 
collected pet food for FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) 
through the efforts of 
Dylan Bassette, the son of 
R. David Bassette, Jr., PER 
Glastonbury’s Exalted Ruler. 
Dylan is an active officer of 
the Glastonbury Chapter of 
FFA at the Glastonbury High 
School. The pet food was 
raised the Lodge’s dinners, 
and breakfasts.

     

donations for ffa (future farMers of aMerica)

By dennis g. claffey, Pdd, secretary glastonBury elks lodge no. 2202

Left to Right:  Jory Pagliughi, Trustee 
/ House Committee Chairman; Dylan 

Bassette

Smoke & CO2 Detector 
Donations

        Stamford lodge No. 899      
donated 50 smoke detectors and 
20 CO detectors to the Belltown 
Volunteer Fire Dept. in Stamford, 
Ct. This was for the Fire Dept’s 
Annual Fair that is held in Oc-
tober for Fire Prevention month. 
The detectors were given out to 
the residents and tenants of the 
neighborhood. Fire Safety Comic 
books and fire certificates were 
also given out to the children of 
the families. CEA labels were at-
tached to all of the detectors. 

Front: Grants Chair Julie Goode, 
PER; Chief Wright; Officer 

Michonski; Back Row: Wallingford 
Mayor William Dickinson; Rick 

Martyn, DD Tom Smith, ER; Mike 
Bonini, PDD, State VP Central

     Groton Elks Lodge 
No. 2163 held a salute 
to our armed forces and 
Veterans on November 
9th with special guest 
speaker, Captain Jack 
Houdeshell from Naval 
Submarine School.  The 
Silver Dolphins drill 
team and the Mystic 
Highland Band were 
also part of the event.  
The Logde served 100 din-
ners to subschool sailors 
and Veterans.  

Left to Right: Henry Jorsz, Trustee; Dave Rose, PER; 
John A. Espada, PER; Peter Berns, PER; Dave Acanfora, 
PDD, SP; Capt. Jack Houdeshell; Dan Shea, ER; Larry 
Garrish, Treasurer; Walt Guth, Trustee; Joann Donnel, 

PER

 Care Share                                                                           
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     Facebook is becoming a 
very useful tool for non-profit 
organizations to spread the word 
about their upcoming events.  At the 
State level, there are two Facebook 
groups that you should consider 
joining to keep informed about 
events in Connecticut.  The first, 
“Connecticut Elks Association”, is 
the official Facebook group of the 
Association.  This page provides 
information on upcoming State 
Association events like Special 
Olympics, the Bowling Tournament, 
and District/State Hoop Shoots.  The 
second is “Connecticut Elks Local 
Lodge News and Events”.  This group 
is for sharing events at your lodge 
with the rest of Connecticut.  To join 
either group, you do need to be a 
member of the Elks, although not 
necessarily a member of the CT Elks 
Association - Elks from other states 
are allowed to join.  
     At the local lodge level, there 
are many options for Facebook 
groups.  The first option is to create 
a personal account.  This option is 
not recommended because it limits 
the administration to one person; 
however, your lodge might have set 
up this kind of page in the early days 
of Facebook.  The second option is to 
create an organization.  By doing this, 
you can set up administrators and 
editors.  You can also allow members 
to join the group so that posts are 
private unless you choose to make 
them public.  You can also remove 
unwanted or inappropriate posts, or 
even screen them prior to posting.  
This model is used by the CT State 
Elks Association for both of their 
groups.  A local lodge example is the 
New London Elks group.  
     Once you have established 
your Facebook group, you can 
now add Events.  One of the best 
features of Events is that they 
provide features like “Interested” 
or “Going”, letting members know 
who is already going to an event.  
Once a member indicates they are 
“Interested” or “Going”, it is shared 
on their wall, organically increasing 
the advertising for that event for 

free.  You can also “Boost” the 
event, paying money to target the 
advertising of your event on other 
people’s Facebook pages - a little 
bit of money can go a long way to 
reaching people.  By spending a little 
money prior to an event and getting 
some people to click on “Interested” 
or “Going”, the event can rapidly 
spread.  This happened to us in New 
London recently with our Trunk or 
Treat event.  Within the week before 
the event happened, we saw that 
nearly 850 people were “Interested” 
in our event.  We responded to 
increasing the amount of candy and 
volunteers we had available and 
were prepared for the masses that 
arrived.  Without that information, we 
would have had many upset children 
and parents.  
     Another way to increase your 
advertising of Facebook Events 
is to get your local town to share 
your posts.  In New London, for 
example, the city’s Facebook group 
routinely shares our posts.  You can 
also connect with other service 
organizations in your town and 
cross-advertise.  And of course, do 
share your event on the CT Elks 
“Local Lodge News and Events” page 
so your fellow Elks are aware of the 
great things happening at your own 
local lodge.  
     Of course, social media like 
Facebook brings issues as well.  Visit 
the CT Elks Association page and 
click on “Our Programs” followed 
by “Website” to view a powerpoint 
presentation detailing the “Do’s and 
Don’ts” of social media.  Rick Gathen, 
Marketing and Membership Manager 
for Grand Lodge, has provided 
this list as a guideline for what is 
acceptable.  
     If you need any guidance or help 
with setting up a Facebook group, 
your district and state officers for 
Public Relations and Website are 
there to help.  We look forward to 
seeing your Events posted soon!

Rockville Elks Lodge No. 
1359 

    
     Rockville Lodge of Elks 
utilized the Anniversary 
grant from the Grand Lodge 
to purchased clothes for the 
students returning to school. 
     The Lodge along with the 
help of the Town of Vernon 
Social Services worked to 
obtain students size and 
additional information who 
were the most in need for 
clothes.  
     The Lodge purchased 
$1,500 in clothing and pre-
sented them to the Director 
of Vernon Social Services to 

Left to Right:  Liz Thomas, ER, 
PER; Claire Decker, Tiler; Dot 

Wittenzellner, PER; Ann Murray;  
Deb Kerstetter, House Committee 

Member

Front Left to Right:  Larry Kelly;  
Mike Martin, Social Service 

Director; Allison Maynard; Mark 
Patten; Back Left to Right: 

Mike Kelly;  Jim McCarthy, PER

effective use of faceBook at your lodge and Beyond 
By Joshua gray, state weBsite chairPerson
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2018 soccer shoot highlights
By thoMas Matthews, Per, winsted lodge no. 844

     For the past five years, the Danielson Elks Lodge No. 1706, has been 
donating books to libraries in teh local area with the goal to improve literacy in 
our area, especially with children.  
     This year’s donation had extra special 
meaning.  Over the summer, the Plainfield 
Memorial School sadly lost all their books 
in a fire.  
     As a result, the Danielson Elks Lodge 
decided to use its Anniversary Grant to 
rebuild their book collection. 
     Diane Wimmer, Michael Wimmer 
and Frank Hedgedus are pictured here 
donating the grant funds to the Planfield 
Principal, Natasha Hutchinson and the Planfield Superintendent, Kenneth 
DiPietro and two Planfield Memorial Students. 

coMMitMent to literacy in northeast connecticut
By danielson elks lodge no. 1706 

     The Area One Soccer Shoot was 
held November 2nd to the 4th at 
Affirms Sports Complex in Albany, 
New York, hosted by the New York Elks 
Association.  Eight children from each 
of the following states competed 
in this year’s Soccer Shoot event, 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
York and Connecticut. 
     The event started with the 
competitors each receiving a 
welcome packet, which included a 
Connecticut jacket embroidered with 
their name on it, a blue polo shirt, a 
backpack containing snacks and State 
President pins to share with other 
children in their age groups. 
     Representing Connectict at 
this year’s Soccer Shoot were 
the following children and their 
prospective  Lodges:   Girls:  U8 - 
Mandy L. (Glastonbury), U10 - Jenna 
D. (Danielson), U12 - Analisa P. 
(Waterbury), U14 - Kaelyn D. (Enfield);  
Boys:  U8 - Nate M. (Milford), U10 - 
Jack S. (Glastonbury), U12 - Lucas V. 
(Naugatuck), U14 Jack D. (Milford)
     After registration, the families 
were treated to a pizza party that was 
enjoyed by all!
     On Saturday, November 3rd, the 
events started off with the Parade 
of States.  It was nice to see the 

children carrying their state’s flag 
and marching proudly around the 
dome.  After the opening ceremony, 
the children went to their separate 
shooting areas to begin the 
competition.  The competition itself 
was two hours long. 
     When the events concluded, the 
families returned to their hotel rooms 
to prepare for the evening banquet.  
The parts were extremely happy with 
the banquet and the children had a 
great time.  Colonie Elks Lodge No. 
2192 located in Latham, New YOrk 
hosted the banquet for all to enjoy.
     During the banquet, following 
a delicious dinner, the Awards 
Ceremony took place.  Winners from 
each division were brought to the 
stage to receive their trophies and 
have their photos taken with their 
trophies and the Directors of their 
state.  It is very exciting that from 
Connecticut, Mandy L. (U8) took 
second place in her division and both 
Analisa P. (U12) and Lucas V. (U12) 
took second place in their respective 
divisions after both competed in a 
shootout for first. 
     It was an amazing weekend and so 
wonderful to see everyone from the 
different states enjoying themselves 
and having fun together throughout 
the weekend. 

A Message from the ENF        
     Did you know that approxi-
mately 15 million children 
in the United States live in 
families with incomes below 
the federal poverty thresh-
old? Most of these children’s 
parents work, but low wages 
and unstable employment 
leave their families struggling 
to make ends meet. As tem-
peratures drop, the need for 
warm winter clothes spikes 
for children in need. While 
the need for warm coats has 
never been greater, it has also 
never been easier to meet this 
vital need in our community. 
     This year, the Commu-
nity Investments Program is 
thrilled to announce a new 
project opportunity! If the 
Lodge has not applied for 
grants yet, consider using an 
Anniversary, Beacon or Grati-
tude grant to partner with Op-
eration Warm, a national non-
profit dedicated to providing 
hope, happiness and warmth 
for children in need through 
the gift of new winter coats. 
Remember, 2018-19 grant ap-
plications close December 31 
at 11:59 pm CT. 
     Using a CIP grant, Lodges 
can purchase winter coats and 
host parties to personally fit 
children with a new coat. Each 
fitting ends with the child 
writing their name in the in-
terior tag which reads, “Made 
Just for You.” 
     This program has the 
potential to strengthen your 
community in more ways 
than one. Beyond warmth, a 
new coat positively impacts a 
child’s school attendance, self-
esteem, and overall health 
and well-being. The gift will 
also provide a much-needed 
financial blessing to their 
families.
Visit www.elks.org to learn 
more about this new opportu-
nity.
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     On Sunday, November 25th, the Milford Elks Lodge No. 
1589, held their 1st annual First Responders Food 2 Kids 
Food Drive. The drive was a collaborative effort between 
the Milford Elks, the Milford Police Department, the Milford 

Fire Department, 
and Access/
Nelson Ambulance 
Service to support 
the Food 2 Kids 
program.  The drive 
was an enormous 
success, filling both 
the Food 2 Kids’ 
pantry and their 
overflow storage. It 
also raised almost 
$1,400 in monetary 
donations.

     First responders were 
stationed at both 
Milford Stop & Shop 

locations and Milford ShopRite. Members of the Milford 
Elks lodge were present at each location.  The police, 
firemen, and EMS responders positioned themselves at 
each location with a common goal to fill their respective 
emergency vehicles. 
     The friendly competition had responders rivaling to 
collect the most food. Nelson Ambulance brought the 
holiday spirit to the competition with decorations and 
music. Joseph Soto, a paramedic who works for Nelson, 
and also a member of the Milford Elks, was responsible 
for organizing the event.  “The idea was to arrange a 
friendly competition between the emergency response 
services,” said Soto.  “It was an amazing cooperation across 
the board that showed what a wonderful and supportive 
community we have here in Milford! The event was a 
grand slam!”
     The Food 2 Kids ministry is organized and operated by 
the First United Church of Christ in Milford.  The program 
is intended to provide food to children in the school 
system who have 
been identified as 
having little to no food 
resources. Food 2 Kids 
sends each child home 
for the weekend with a 
bag of food to sustain 
them. Donations are 
specific to food items 
children can prepare 
without supervision. 
     Pastor Ashley Grant, 
who oversees the ministry, was completely in awe.  
“What an amazing event! Thank you for the outpouring 
of generosity of time and food and donations from the 
Milford Police Department, Milford Fire Department, 

Nelson & Access Ambulance  and  Milford Elks. These great 
folks spent many hours on Sunday collecting donations at 
local grocery stores, and then sorting items at our packing 
site!” she wrote on her Facebook page.
      “The idea came to me when we were discussing ways 
we could further support some of the local organizations 
close to the heart of the Milford Elks. The Food 2 Kids 
program is one of those programs that displays the 
compassion of the City of Milford,” said Exalted Ruler, Rob 
Muoio. “We were lucky to have all the first responders 
jump right on board and make this event the success it 
was. And, of course, all the community residents who were 
generous in their donations.” 
     The Milford Elks has adopted the Food 2 Kids program 
as one of 
their local 
projects.  
The Milford 
Elks Lodge 
#1589 First 
Responders 
Food 2 Kids 
Food Drive 
was the third 
event joining the 
Elks and Food 2 
Kids.  They plan 
to continue this 
partnership in 2019.  
     For more information on the Milford Elks or the Food 2 
Kids Program, please visit www.milfordelks.com or www.
milfordfood2kids.org.

Milford elks no. 1589 organizes MaJorly successful food drive
By al Pinto

L to R:  Mark Rose, LT Gavin 
O’Brien, Son of Rob Muoio, ER, 

Todd Ricci

L to R:  Tucker Schumitz, Son 
of Rob Muoio, ER, Anthony 

Muoio, Josh Stanton, LT Jason 
Dombrowski

L to R:  Rob Muoio, ER, Mark Rose, Todd 
Ricci, Son of Rob Muoio, ER, LT Gavin 

O’Brien, Pastor Ashley Grant

L to R:  Pastor 
Ashley Grant, 
Dave Williams, 
Tracey Williams, 
Cara Hackley 
(Nelson Amb), 
Rob Muoio, ER, 
Mark Lesage 
(Nelson Amb)

L to R:  Sue 
Bernor, Rob 
Muoio, ER, 
Danette 
Contaras, Officer 
Joe Dempsey, 
Pastor Ashley 
Grant
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